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 I In Seville by a cigarette factory, sodiers com

m
ent on the tow

nspeople. A
m

ong 
them

 is M
icaëla, a peasant girl, w

ho asks for the corporal D
on José. M

oralès, another 
corporal, tells her he w

ill return later. W
hen L

ieutenant Z
uniga arrives w

ith the relief 
guard, José learns that M

icaëla has been looking for him
. Th

e factory bell rings and 
the m

en of Seville gather to w
atch the fem

ale w
orkers—

especially their favorite, the 
gypsy C

arm
en. She tells her adm

irers that love is free and obeys no rules. O
nly D

on 
José pays no attention to her. C

arm
en throw

s a flow
er at him

, and the girls go back  
to w

ork. José hides the flow
er w

hen M
icaëla returns. She brings a letter from

 José’s 
m

other, w
ho lives in the country. A

s he begins to read the letter, M
icaëla leaves. W

hen 
a fight erupts inside the factory betw

een C
arm

en and another girl, Z
uniga sends José 

to retrieve the gypsy. C
arm

en refuses to answ
er Z

uniga’s questions, and José is ordered 
to take her to prison. L

eft
 alone w

ith him
, she entices José w

ith suggestions of a 
rendezvous that night. M

esm
erized, he agrees to let her escape. A

s they leave for 
prison, C

arm
en escapes. D

on José is arrested.

A
c

t
 II A

t the tavern, Z
uniga tells C

arm
en that José has just been released. Th

e 
bullfighter E

scam
illo enters and flirts w

ith C
arm

en, w
ho tells him

 that she is involved 
w

ith som
eone else. A

ft
er the other guests have left

 w
ith E

scam
illo, the sm

ugglers 
D

ancaïre and R
em

endado explain their latest schem
e. C

arm
en’s friends Frasquita  

and M
ercédès are w

illing to help, but C
arm

en refuses because she is in love. José 
approaches. A

lone w
ith him

, C
arm

en arouses his jealousy by telling him
 how

 she 
danced for Z

uniga. José declares his love, but says he m
ust return to the barracks. 

W
hen C

arm
en m

ocks him
, José show

s her the flow
er she threw

 at him
 and confesses 

how
 it m

ade him
 not lose hope during the w

eeks in prison. She is unim
pressed: if  

he really loved her, he w
ould desert the arm

y and join her in a life of freedom
 in the 

m
ountains. José refuses, and C

arm
en tells him

 to leave. Z
uniga bursts in, and in a 

jealous rage José fights him
. Th

e sm
ugglers return and disarm

 Z
uniga. José has no 

choice but to join them
.

Interm
ission

A
c

t
 III C

arm
en and José quarrel in the sm

ugglers’ m
ountain hideaw

ay. She  
adm

its that her love is fading and advises him
 to return to live w

ith his m
other.  

W
hen Frasquita and M

ercédès turn the cards to tell their fortunes, they foresee death 
for C

arm
en—

and for José. M
icaëla appears, frightened by the m

ountains and afraid  
to m

eet the w
om

an w
ho has turned José into a crim

inal. She hides w
hen a shot rings 

out. José has fired at an intruder, w
ho turns out to be E

scam
illo. H

e tells José that he 
has com

e to find C
arm

en, and the tw
o m

en fight. Th
e sm

ugglers separate them
, and 

E
scam

illo invites everyone, C
arm

en in particular, to his next bullfight. W
hen he has 

left
, M

icaëla em
erges and begs José to return hom

e. H
e agrees w

hen he learns that his 
m

other is dying, but before he leaves he w
arns C

arm
en that they w

ill m
eet again.

A
c

t
 IV

 B
ack in Seville, the crow

d cheers the bullfighters on their w
ay to the arena. 

C
arm

en arrives on E
scam

illo’s arm
, and Frasquita and M

ercédès w
arn her that José  

is nearby. U
nafraid, she w

aits outside the entrance as the crow
ds enter the arena. José 

appears and begs C
arm

en to forget the past and start a new
 life w

ith him
. She calm

ly 
tells him

 that their aff
air is over: she w

as born free and free she w
ill die. Th

e crow
d is 

heard cheering E
scam

illo. José keeps trying to w
in C

arm
en back and she takes off his 

ring and throw
s it at his feet. José stabs her to death.
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