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 G
enoa, 14th century. P

aolo and P
ietro, leaders of the plebeian party, 

conspire to overthrow
 the aristocracy. Th

ey nam
e the popular form

er pirate Sim
on 

B
occanegra as their candidate for the offi

ce of doge, the chief m
agistrate of the republic. 

B
occanegra accepts, hoping that his position w

ill enable him
 to m

arry M
aria. H

er father, 
the patrician Fiesco, keeps her prisoner because she bore B

occanegra an illegitim
ate  

child. Fiesco appears alone, m
ourning M

aria’s sudden death. U
naw

are she has died, 
B

occanegra tries to m
ake peace w

ith the patrician. Fiesco dem
ands that he first be given  

his granddaughter, but B
occanegra explains that the infant has disappeared. E

ntering the 
palace, B

occanegra discovers M
aria’s body. Th

e crow
d proclaim

s him
 doge.

Interm
ission

A
c

t
 I Tw

enty-five years have passed. Boccanegra has exiled m
any of his political opponents and 

Fiesco lives outside G
enoa under the assum

ed nam
e of Andrea G

rim
aldi. H

e is the guardian of a 
certain Am

elia G
rim

aldi. Abandoned as an orphan, she has been brought up in place of the real 
G

rim
aldi daughter, w

ho died at a young age, in order to provide the fam
ily w

ith an heiress. Am
elia 

is in reality M
aria Boccanegra, the doge’s daughter and Fiesco’s granddaughter, but neither m

an 
know

s her true identity. Am
elia’s lover is the patrician G

abriele Adorno. Together w
ith Fiesco, w

hom
 

he know
s only under his assum

ed nam
e, G

abriele has been plotting against Boccanegra.

A
t the G

rim
aldi palace, A

m
elia w

aits for G
abriele. She w

arns him
 against the dangers of  

his political activities and tells him
 that the doge w

ants her to m
arry his courtier P

aolo. 
G

abriele hopes to m
arry her him

self and is undeterred by her revelation that she is not a 
G

rim
aldi but an orphan of unknow

n background. H
e leaves, determ

ined to overthrow
 the 

doge. B
occanegra arrives to tell A

m
elia he has pardoned her foster brothers. Im

pressed by 
his generosity, she adm

its her love for G
abriele and talks about her lonely past. From

 the 
m

atching portraits they have of A
m

elia’s m
other, B

occanegra realizes that A
m

elia is his 
long-lost daughter and they em

brace. W
hen he tells P

aolo to forget his dream
 of m

arrying 
A

m
elia, P

aolo plots w
ith P

ietro to kidnap her.

B
occanegra urges the city council to preserve peace w

ith Venice. G
abriele runs in, chased 

by a m
ob for killing a m

an w
ho w

as attem
pting to abduct A

m
elia. H

e accuses B
occanegra 

of plotting the abduction and tries to stab him
. A

m
elia intervenes. She describes her 

abduction and escape, hinting at P
aolo’s com

plicity. A
 new

 argum
ent erupts and 

B
occanegra again urges peace. H

e com
m

ands P
aolo to curse the m

an behind the 
kidnapping. Th

e terrified P
aolo is forced to obey, even though he is cursing him

self.

Interm
ission

A
c

t
 II P

aolo reflects on the curse and pours poison into B
occanegra’s drink. Fiesco and 

G
abriele are led in, and P

aolo tries to convince the old m
an to assassinate the doge, w

hile 
inciting G

abriele w
ith insinuations about B

occanegra’s relationship w
ith A

m
elia. G

abriele 
breaks into a fit of jealousy. A

m
elia enters, but before she can explain, B

occanegra appears. 
G

abriele hides w
hile A

m
elia asks her father to pardon her lover. B

occanegra agrees. L
eft

 
alone, he drinks the poisoned w

ater and falls asleep. G
abriele, w

ho has heard nothing of 
the preceding conversation, enters and is about to stab B

occanegra w
hen A

m
elia rushes in. 

Th
e doge reveals that he is A

m
elia’s father and forgives the repentant G

abriele. A
 rebellious 

m
ob gathers outside, and G

abriele vow
s to fight at B

occanegra’s side.

A
c

t
 III G

enoa is celebrating B
occanegra’s victory over the rebels. Fiesco, set free, 

encounters P
aolo on his w

ay to execution. P
aolo adm

its that he poisoned the doge. 
B

occanegra enters, m
ortally ill, thinking about his beloved G

enoese sea. Fiesco reveals his 
identity and learns from

 the doge that A
m

elia is his granddaughter. Th
e old m

an breaks 
into tears and tells B

occanegra of the poison. D
ying, the doge blesses the young couple and 

nam
es G

abriele as his successor.
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