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In the depths of the R
hine, the three R

hinem
aidens guard the 

R
hinegold, a treasure of im

m
easurable value. Th

e N
ibelung 

dw
arf A

lberich is dazzled by the sight of it. Th
e girls explain 

that w
hoever w

ins the gold and forges it into a ring w
ill gain 

pow
er over the w

orld, but m
ust first renounce love. Frustrated 

by his unsuccessful attem
pts to catch one of the girls, A

lberich 
curses love and steals the gold.

W
otan, lord of the gods, is reproached by his w

ife Fricka: he 
has prom

ised to give Freia, goddess of youth, to the giants 
Fasolt and Fafner in return for their building a fortress for the 
gods. W

hen the giants dem
and their rew

ard, L
oge, the god of 

fire, suggests an alternative paym
ent: the ring A

lberich has 
forged from

 the R
hinegold, and his other treasures. Th

e giants 
agree, 

and 
W

otan 
and 

L
oge 

leave 
for 

the 
N

ibelungs’ 
underground hom

e.

H
ere they m

eet A
lberich’s brother M

im
e, w

ho has forged the 
Tarnhelm

, a m
agic helm

et that transform
s its w

earer into any 
shape. M

im
e tells W

otan and L
oge how

 A
lberich has enslaved 

the N
ibelungs to w

ork for him
. A

lberich appears and m
ocks 

the gods. L
oge asks for a dem

onstration of the Tarnhelm
 and 

A
lberich turns him

self into a dragon, then into a toad, w
hich 

the gods capture. D
ragged to the surface, the dw

arf is forced 
to sum

m
on the N

ibelungs to heap up the gold. W
otan w

rests 
the ring from

 his finger. Shattered, A
lberich curses the ring: 

ceaseless w
orry and death shall be the destiny of its bearer.

Th
e giants return and agree to accept the gold. Th

e gods have  
to give up even the Tarnhelm

, but W
otan refuses to part w

ith 
the ring. E

rda, goddess of the earth, appears and w
arns him

 
that possession of it w

ill bring about the end of the gods. 
W

otan reluctantly gives the ring to the giants, and A
lberich’s 

curse claim
s its first victim

 as Fafner kills his brother in a 
dispute over the treasure. A

s the voices of the R
hinem

aidens 
are heard, lam

enting the loss of their gold, the gods w
alk 

tow
ard their new

 hom
e, w

hich W
otan nam

es Valhalla.
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H
elp the M

et  
continue to bring 
Live in H

D
 to a  

theater near you!
To co

ntrib
ute to the M

et, 

visit m
eto

p
era.o

rg
/sup

p
o

rt,  

call 800
-M

E
T-O

PE
R

A
, o

r send
 

yo
ur g

ift to:

H
D

/M
et O

p
era Fund
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Y
 10023

If yo
u have no

t alread
y sig

ned
 

up
 to receive cast sheets fo

r 

future p
erfo

rm
ances and

 o
ther 

free p
ro

m
o

tio
nal m

aterials, 

includ
ing

 the Live in H
D

 and
 

R
ad

io
 P

ro
g

ram
 G

uid
e, p

lease 

visit m
eto

p
era.o

rg
/H

D
live.


