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A
c

t
 I E

gypt, during the reign of the pharaohs. A
t the royal palace in M

em
phis, the high 

priest R
am

fis tells the w
arrior R

adam
ès that E

thiopia is preparing another attack against 
E

gypt. R
adam

ès hopes to com
m

and his arm
y. H

e is in love w
ith A

ida, the E
thiopian slave 

of P
rincess A

m
neris, the king’s daughter. R

adam
ès dream

s that victory in the w
ar w

ould 
enable him

 to free her and m
arry her. B

ut A
m

neris loves R
adam

ès, and w
hen the three 

m
eet, she jealously senses his feelings for A

ida. A
 m

essenger tells the king of E
gypt and the 

assem
bled priests and soldiers that the E

thiopians are advancing. Th
e king nam

es R
adam

ès 
to lead the arm

y, and all join in a patriotic anthem
. L

eft
 alone, A

ida is torn betw
een her love 

for R
adam

ès and loyalty to her native country, w
here her father, A

m
onasro, is king. She 

prays to the gods for m
ercy.

In the tem
ple of V

ulcan, the priests consecrate R
adam

ès. R
am

fis orders him
 to protect  

the hom
eland.

Interm
ission

A
c

t
 II E

thiopia has been defeated, and A
m

neris w
aits for the trium

phant return of 
R

adam
ès. W

hen A
ida approaches, the princess sends aw

ay her other attendants so that she 
can learn her slave’s private feelings. She first pretends that R

adam
ès has fallen in battle, 

then says he is still alive. A
ida’s reactions leave no doubt that she loves R

adam
ès. A

m
neris, 

determ
ined to be victorious over her rival, leaves for the trium

phal procession.

A
t the city gates the king and A

m
neris observe the celebrations and crow

n R
adam

ès  
w

ith a victor’s w
reath. C

aptured E
thiopians are led in. A

m
ong them

 is A
m

onasro, A
ida’s 

father, w
ho signals his daughter not to reveal his identity as king. R

adam
ès is im

pressed  
by A

m
onasro’s eloquent plea for m

ercy and asks for the death sentence on the prisoners  
to be overruled and for them

 to be freed. Th
e king grants his request but keeps A

m
onasro 

in custody. Th
e king declares that as a victor’s rew

ard, R
adam

ès w
ill have A

m
neris’s hand 

in m
arriage.

Interm
ission

A
c

t
 III O

n the eve of A
m

neris’s w
edding, R

am
fis and A

m
neris enter a tem

ple on the 
banks of the N

ile to pray. A
ida, w

ho is w
aiting to m

eet R
adam

ès in secret, is lost in 
thoughts of her hom

eland. Suddenly A
m

onasro appears. Invoking A
ida’s sense of duty, he 

m
akes her prom

ise to find out from
 R

adam
ès w

hich route the E
gyptian arm

y w
ill take to 

invade E
thiopia. A

m
onasro hides as R

adam
ès enters and assures A

ida of his love. Th
ey 

dream
 about their future life together, and R

adam
ès agrees to run aw

ay w
ith her. A

ida asks 
him

 about his arm
y’s route, and just as he reveals the secret, A

m
onasro em

erges from
 his 

hiding place. W
hen he realizes that A

m
onasro is the E

thiopian king, R
adam

ès is desperate 
about w

hat he has done. W
hile A

ida and A
m

onasro try to calm
 him

, R
am

fis and A
m

neris 
step out of the tem

ple. Father and daughter are able to escape, but R
adam

ès surrenders to  
the priests.

A
c

t
 IV

 R
adam

ès aw
aits trial as a traitor. H

e believes A
ida to be dead but then learns from

 
A

m
neris that she has survived. A

m
neris offers to save him

 if he renounces her rival but 
R

adam
ès refuses. B

rought before the priests, he rem
ains silent to their accusations and is 

condem
ned to be buried alive. A

m
neris begs for m

ercy, but the judges w
ill not change their 

verdict. She curses the priests.

A
ida has hidden in the vault to share R

adam
ès’s fate. Th

ey express their love for the last 
tim

e w
hile A

m
neris, in the tem

ple above, prays for R
adam

ès’s soul.
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