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T
he Audition a docum

entary featuring the finalists  
of the 2007 M

etropolitan O
pera N

ational C
ouncil 

A
uditions, w

ith a panel discussion hosted by  
R

enée F
lem

ing

A
c

t
 I N

agasaki, Japan, early 20th century. L
ieutenant B

.F. P
inkerton of the U

.S. N
avy 

inspects a house overlooking the harbor that he is leasing from
 G

oro, a m
arriage broker. 

Th
e house com

es w
ith three servants and a geisha w

ife nam
ed C

io-C
io-San, know

n as 
M

adam
 B

utterfly. Th
e A

m
erican consul Sharpless arrives, and P

inkerton describes his 
philosophy of the fearless Y

ankee roam
ing the w

orld in search of experience and pleasure 
(“D

ovunque al m
ondo”). Sharpless w

arns him
 that the girl m

ay take the m
arriage very 

seriously, but P
inkerton brushes off such concerns and says som

eday he w
ill take a real, 

A
m

erican w
ife. H

e offers the consul w
hiskey and proposes a toast. B

utterfly is heard 
clim

bing the hill w
ith her friends for the cerem

ony (E
nsem

ble: “Spira sul m
are”). In casual 

conversation aft
er the form

al introduction, B
utterfly adm

its her age, 15, and explains that 
her fam

ily w
as once prom

inent but lost its position, and she has had to earn her living as a 
geisha. H

er relatives arrive and chatter about the m
arriage. C

io-C
io-San show

s P
inkerton 

her very few
 possessions, and quietly tells him

 she has been to the C
hristian m

ission and 
w

ill em
brace her husband’s religion. Th

e Im
perial C

om
m

issioner reads the m
arriage 

agreem
ent, and the relatives congratulate the couple. Suddenly, a threatening voice is heard 

from
 afar—

it is the B
onze, B

utterfly’s uncle, a priest. H
e curses the girl for going to the 

C
hristian m

ission and rejecting her ancestral religion. P
inkerton orders everybody to leave, 

and as they go the B
onze and the shocked relatives denounce C

io-C
io-San. P

inkerton tries 
to console her. B

utterfly is helped into her w
edding kim

ono by her m
aid Suzuki, and joins 

P
inkerton in the garden, w

here they sink into each other’s arm
s (D

uet: “V
iene la sera”).

A
c

t
 II Part 1 Th

ree years have passed, and C
io-C

io-San aw
aits her husband’s return. 

Suzuki prays to the gods for help, but B
utterfly berates her for believing in lazy Japanese 

gods rather than in P
inkerton’s prom

ise to return one day (“U
n bel dì”). Sharpless appears 

w
ith a letter from

 P
inkerton, but before he can read it to B

utterfly, G
oro arrives w

ith the 
latest potential husband for B

utterfly, the w
ealthy P

rince Y
am

adori. B
utterfly politely 

w
elcom

es the guests but insists she is not available for m
arriage—

her A
m

erican husband has 
not deserted her. She dism

isses G
oro and Y

am
adori. Sharpless attem

pts to read P
inkerton’s 

letter and suggests that perhaps B
utterfly should reconsider Y

am
adori’s offer. “A

nd this?” 
(“E

 questo?”) asks the outraged B
utterfly, show

ing the consul her sm
all son. Sharpless is too 

upset to tell her m
ore of the letter’s contents. H

e leaves, prom
ising to tell P

inkerton of the 
child. A

 cannon shot is heard in the harbor announcing the arrival of a ship. B
utterfly and 

Suzuki take a telescope to the terrace and read the nam
e of P

inkerton’s ship. O
verjoyed, 

B
utterfly joins Suzuki in strew

ing the house w
ith flow

er petals from
 the garden (D

uet: 
“Scuoti quella fronda”). N

ight falls, and B
utterfly, Suzuki, and the child settle into a vigil 

w
atching over the harbor (H

um
m

ing C
horus).

A
c

t
 II Part 2 D

aw
n breaks, and Suzuki insists that B

utterfly get som
e sleep. B

utterfly 
carries the child into another room

. Sharpless appears w
ith P

inkerton and K
ate, P

inkerton’s 
new

 w
ife. Suzuki realizes w

ho the A
m

erican w
om

an is, and agrees to help break the new
s to 

B
utterfly. P

inkerton is overcom
e w

ith guilt and runs from
 the scene, pausing to rem

em
ber 

his days in the little house (“A
ddio, fiorito asil”). C

io-C
io-San rushes in hoping to find 

P
inkerton, but sees K

ate instead. G
rasping the situation, she agrees to give up the child but 

insists P
inkerton return for him

. D
ism

issing everyone, B
utterfly takes out the dagger w

ith 
w

hich her father com
m

itted suicide, choosing to die w
ith honor rather than live in sham

e. 
She is interrupted m

om
entarily w

hen the child com
es in, but B

utterfly says goodbye to him
 

and blindfolds him
 (“Tu, piccolo Iddio”). She stabs herself as P

inkerton calls her nam
e.
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