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MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
Metropolitan Opera Guild Members on the $60 National Level receive many
privileges, including a special savings on Lecture Series tickets (limit two per event),

a 10% discount on Metropolitan Opera Shop merchandise and a year-long subscription
to OPERA NEWS, the world’s largest circulation magazine devoted to opera. For a
complete list of Metropolitan Opera Guild membership privileges, visit us online
at www.metopera.org/family or request a brochure by calling 212-362-0068.

WELCOME TO THE 2005-2006
METROPOLITAN OPERA GUILD LECTURE SERIES!

The Metropolitan Opera Guild Lecture Series offers opera lovers of all experience
levels an in-depth look at The Met’s repertoire through lectures, interviews
and master classes. Audience members discover historical and musical insights
from renowned lecturers and learn about the artistic process from top
Met singers, designers and directors.
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METROPOLITAN OPERA GUILD EDUCATION DEPARTMENT PROGRAMS

Information about these and other educational offerings can be found
on our website, www.operaed.org, or by calling 212-769-7028.

Backstage Tours of The Metropolitan Opera House
Creating Original Opera: In-Class, In-School, Professional Development
Evenings At The Met Internship Program in Arts Education and Administration
Marian Anderson at The Met: The 50th Anniversary www.marian-anderson.org

Metropolitan Opera Guild Lecture Series

Metropolitan Opera International Radio Broadcast Information Center www.operainfo.org
Metropolitan Opera Guild/Mannes College of Music Partnership
Met School Membership The Opera Experience
Score Desk Tickets to The Metropolitan Opera
Urban Voices: A Choral Music Initiative

BECOME A METROPOLITAN OPERA GUILD MEMBER
Join opera lovers from around the world who increase their
participation in and enjoyment of The Metropolitan Opera through
Guild membership. As a member, you contribute to The Met’s
unparalled artistic excellence. Your membership also supports
The Guild’s extensive educational programs, which introduce
thousands of newcomers to the joys of opera each year.
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Falstaff: Verdi and Shakespeare 6:15-7:45 pm
Falstaff has three great loves: wine, women and wealth. Verdi’s comic
saga follows his endless pursuit of all three. Joseph Colaneri
explores this cherished work, paying close attention to the elements
that make it Verdi’s crowning operatic achievement.

Ariadne auf Naxos: Primadonnas and Clowns 11:30-12:30 pm
John J.H. Muller explores the intersecting worlds of opera buffa
and opera seria in Ariadne auf Naxos, a fascinating collaboration
between Strauss and his librettist Hugo von Hofmannsthal.

At The Met - Ariadne auf Naxos 1:30 pm

Manon: Massenet’s Crown Jewel* 6:00-7:30 pm
Join Bridget Paolucci as she discusses Massenet’s distinctive

style and explains why his Manon is considered the crown jewel

of French lyric opera. She will guide the audience through
Massenet’s masterpiece, analyzing the themes and techniques

the composer used to depict his characters and tell their story.

At The Met - Manon 8:00 pm

La Bohéme: The Voice of the Orchestra 11:30-12:30 pm
Much of La Bohéme'’s emotional power emanates from the eloquent
voice of the orchestra. Bridget Paolucci takes a fresh look at this opera
favorite. She will analyze the numerous orchestral details that bring the
story and characters to life, and explain why La Bohéme is considered
one of the most complex operas in The Met’s repertoire.

At The Met - La Bohéme 1:30 pm

Aida: A New Perspective 11:30-12:30 pm
What if Verdi had entitled this opera Amneris? John J.H. Muller
examines Verdi’s famous love triangle through the eyes of its
mezz0-soprano.

At The Met - Aida 1:30 pm

The Gentlemen of Cosi fan tutte: A Singers’ Panel 6:15-7:45 pm
Tenor Matthew Polenzani joins baritones Thomas Allen and
Mariusz Kwiecien in conversation with Alan Wagner about

The Met's current production of Cosi fan tutte and their celebrated
international careers.

Cosi fan tutte:

Ambivalence and Irony in Mozart’s Women
Mozart’s women run the gamut from the evil Queen of the Night
and redeeming Pamina in Die Zauberflote to the frivolous sisters
in Cosi fan tutte. As an audience, we look up to them, as though
they were placed on a pedestal by Mozart himself — but why?
Desirée Mays scrutinizes Cosi fan tutte’s leading ladies, and
relates them to Mozart’s other female characters in terms of ideas,
themes and, of course, music.

At The Met - Cosi fan tutte 1:30 pm

11:30-12:30 pm

Revolutionary Figaro 11:30-12:30 pm
Mozart set three libretti by Lorenzo da Ponte, all of which pushed
the envelope of their society’s morality and politics. Alan Wagner
will examine the first of these, the revolutionary Le Nozze di Figaro,
against the backdrop of late 18th-century Vienna.

At The Met - Le Nozze di Figaro 1:30 pm

Mozart’s Viennese Operas: Buffa, Seria or Both? 6:15-7:45 pm
Join Jeffrey Langford as he examines how comic and serious
elements work together to make Mozart’s Cosi fan tutte,

Le Nozze di Figaro and Die Zauberflote among the world’s

most enduring masterpieces.
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Romeéo et Juliette: From Shakespeare to Gounod* 6:00-7:30 pm
Gounod’s expressive style and Shakespeare’s classic story of “a pair
of star-crossed lovers” are an ideal combination. Bridget Paolucci
discusses Roméo et Juliette’s major arias, love duets and choruses,
illustrating how Gounod translates the spirit of Shakespeare’s drama
into glorious music.

At The Met - Roméo et Juliette 8:00 pm

Creating An American Tragedy: A Production Panel 6:15-7:45pm
Composer Tobias Picker, librettist Gene Scheer and director
Francesca Zambello talk with Robert Marx about the journey

of World Premiere An American Tragedy from novel to libretto

to fully staged opera.

Performing Roméo et Juliette: A Musicians’ Panel 6:15-7:45 pm
Conductor Bertrand de Billy, soprano Natalie Dessay and tenor
Ramon Vargas discuss The Met's eagerly awaited new production
of Roméo et Juliette with Desirée Mays.

Bringing An American Tragedy to Life:
A Musicians’ Panel

Conductor James Conlon, soprano Patricia Racette, mezzo-
soprano Susan Graham and baritone Nathan Gunn, discuss
creating their roles in the World Premiere of An American Tragedy

with Robert Marx.

Rigoletto: Italian Opera in Transition 11:30-12:30 pm
Jeffrey Langford explores this popular opera classic, one of Verdi’s
earliest attempts to break with the bel canto tradition and push
toward a new synthesis of music and drama.

At The Met - Rigoletto 1:30 pm

6:15-7:45 pm

The Vocal Coach: A Singer’s Personal Trainer 6:15-7:45 pm
Metropolitan Opera assistant conductor and coach Joan Dornemann
works with young singers on shaping the elements of characterization.

An Evening with Rolando Villazon 6:15—-7:45 pm
Stellar young tenor Rolando Villazon discusses his thriving

career and role in The Met'’s current production of Rigoletto

with Sarah Billinghurst.

La Forza del Destino: Destiny Fulfilled 6:15-7:45 pm
Verdi's fascination with destiny and revenge is most fully realized

in his epic La Forza del Destino. Joseph Colaneri discusses this
work, a hallmark of Verdi’s mature style.

Mazeppa: Rediscovering a Masterpiece 6:15—-7:45 pm
Harlow Robinson discusses Tchaikovsky’s overlooked masterpiece
Mazeppa, a passionate tale of illicit love, nationalism and political
ambition set during Ukraine’s early 18th-century struggle for
independence. Mazeppa overflows with lyrical arias, ingenious
ensembles, folk melodies and stirring battlefield action, and now
takes its rightful place in The Met repertory.

Coaching a Character 6:15—7:45 pm
Joan Dornemann coaches singers in well-known arias, teaching
them to embody opera’s most cherished characters.

Luisa Miller in Context* 6:00-7:30 pm
Luisa Miller marks a critical turning point in Verdi's creative
output, and also features several oft-overlooked gems that make

it a vital opera in its own right. Alan Wagner places this opera in
the context of the composer’s life and other works, and illustrates

the unique qualities that make Luisa Miller so magnificent.

At The Met - Luisa Miller 8:00 pm
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Verdi: The Father-Daughter Duets* 6:00-7:30 pm
Each of Verdi’s father-daughter duets is a unique marvel of sensitivity
and profound emotion. Bridget Paolucci analyzes the musical
means Verdi used to depict the diverse father-daughter relationships
in Luisa Miller, Rigoletto, Aida and La Forza del Destino.

At The Met — La Forza del Destino 8:00 pm

An Evening with Barbara Frittoli and Neil Shicoff 6:15-7:45 pm
Soprano Barbara Frittoli and tenor Neil Shicoff talk with

Bridget Paolucci about Luisa Miller and their remarkable
international careers.

Donizetti’s Genius for Comedy and Tragedy  6:15-7:45 pm
Donizetti had a gift for creating both comic and tragic masterpieces.
Bridget Paolucci discusses the composer’s career and illustrates how he
tailored his style to suit vastly different subjects. Specific attention will be
paid to Don Pasquale, a new Met production, L’Elisir d’ Amore and
Lucia di Lammermoor, featured in this season’s repertoire.

Fidelio: Beethoven’s Operatic Obsession 11:30-12:30 pm
Beethoven spent years composing and revising Fidelio. Why was

he so obsessed with its themes of heroism, tyranny and idealized
womanhood? John J.H. Muller considers the creation of
Beethoven’s only opera.

At The Met - Fidelio 1:30 pm

An Evening with Anna Netrebko
and Juan Diego Flérez

Soprano Anna Netrebko and tenor Juan Diego Florez join
Bridget Paolucci for a conversation about their skyrocketing careers
and The Met’s much anticipated new production of Don Pasquale.

6:15-7:45 pm

Lohengrin: Wagner at the Crossroads 6:15-7:45 pm
This opera stands at a pivotal point in Wagner’s development

as a composer. John J.H. Muller demonstrates how Lohengrin
embodies Wagner’s early style and points the way to his era-defining
mature masterpieces.

The Director as Curator 6:15—-7:45 pm
It is no simple thing to bring an age-old opera to life on a 21st-century
stage: a director must respect his modern audience as well as the
intentions of both composer and librettist. Celebrated opera and
theatre director Stephen Wadsworth, who gave us The Met’s
critically acclaimed production of Rodelinda, converses with Robert
Marx about the responsibilities he faces as an interpretive artist.

The Philosophy of Parsifal 6:15-7:45 pm
Parsifal is the culmination not only of Richard Wagner’s musical
thoughts, but his philosophical ideas as well. Its complex theology merges
Christianity with a host of other influences. Join Alan Wagner as he
explores the many roots and subtleties of Wagner’s last masterpiece.

An Evening with Aprile Millo 6:15-7:45 pm
Beloved soprano Aprile Millo talks about her distinguished career
and current starring role in Tosca with Bridget Paolucci.

*Please note the time of this lecture

All programs are subject to change. For further
information call 212-769-7028 or 212-769-7021,
or visit our website at www.operaed.org
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Join The Metropolitan Opera Guild
by completing the membership section
of the order form, and save
on your Lecture Series tickets today!

General / Guild Members

To order by mail: Please complete order form,

Date Quantity  Public/ Met Patrons Total
detach and mail with payment (check or charge)
9/13/05 $14 | $12 and a self-addressed, stamped envelope to:
MOGLS, Metropolitan Opera Guild
9/24/05 $14 / $12 70 Lincoln Center Plaza
T 514 $12 New York, NY 10023-6593
/ Make checks payable to Metropolitan Opera Guild.
10/1/05 $14 / $12 To order by fax: Complete order form, include charge
information and fax to 212-769-8519.
10/22/05 $14 / $12 Online: www.operaed.org
10/26/05 $18 / $16
Name (Please print)
10/29/05 $14 | $12
Address
11/5/05 $14 / $12
11/9/05 $14 / $12 i State Zip
11/14/05 $14 | $12 Phone  (day) (eve)
11/21/05 $18 / $16 E-mail address
11/29/05 $18 / $16
Metropolitan Opera Guild Membership #
12/6/05 $18 / $16
D Charge my D MC D Visa D Amex
12/17/05 $14 / $12
2/7/06 $20 / $18 Credit card account number / Expiration Date
2/14/06 $18 / $16 ,
Name (as shown on credit card)
2/22/06 $14 / $12
Card billing address
2/28/06 $14 | $12
3/7/06 $20 / $18 Cardholder’s signature
3/13/06 $14 | $12 All programs are subject to change.
Sales are final and tickets may not be refunded or
3/15/06 $14 / $12 exchanged. Limited open seating is available for all
events; ticket requests are processed in the order in
3/22/06 $18 / $16 which they are received.
3/27/06 $14 / $12 $6 Student tickets may be purchased at the door the day
of the event with valid student ID, space permitting.
4/1/06 $14 / $12 For further information call 212-769-7028 or 212-769-7021,
or visit our website at www.operaed.org
4/5/06 $18 / $16
4/11/06 $14 / $12 Please enroll me as a Guild Member.
I would like to join as a (please check one):
06 . Guild National Member
5/1/06 $14 | $12 ($60; $40 is tax-deductible)
Guild Contributing Member
5/4/06 $18 / $16 ($150; $130 is tax-deductible)

Ticket Subtotal $

Handling Fee $

Metropolitan Opera Guild
Membership @ $

Tax deductible contribution $
Total $

3.00

Guild Sponsor Member
($500; $470 is tax-deductible)

Please add the amount of your membership in your
total to the left.

For information on other levels of Guild Membership,
please visit us online at www.metopera.org/family

or call 212-362-0068 for a brochure.

I decline OPERA NEWS and any other
non-deductible goods and services, making
my entire gift tax-deductible.



